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          CITYLINK 

THE CITY OF CHICHESTER twinned since 1959 with THE CITY OF CHARTRES

FROM THE CHAIRMAN  .   .   . 
Our 60th anniversary got off to a fine start with a visit from the 
Maire de Chartres, M Jean-Pierre Gorges, accompanied by his 
wife, Stella and 10 Chartres City Councillors. It was a great 
honour to host M Gorges, who is a very busy man, and only able 
to visit one of Chartres' twin cities on rare occasions.  
Our Mayor, Martyn Bell arranged an interesting programme 
during which M Gorges spent the morning with Louise 
Goldsmith, Leader of West Sussex County Council and visited 
the WSCC solar farm at Westhampnett. Later in the day, M 
Gorges also met the High Sheriff of the county, Caroline 
Nicholls and the Duke of Richmond, thus forging useful links at 
civic level between our two cities. The focal point of the visit, 
the re-signing of the Deed of Jumelage, took place in the historic 
surroundings of the Council Chamber. 

Alongside the civic programme, a number of other activities 
were arranged, which are reported in this edition of Citylink. 
Here there were a few surprises. M Gorges proved an 
entertaining speaker though his rapid delivery made translation 
challenging. He is also adept at handling a spade, and showed off 
his skills planting a commemorative tree in Litten Gardens. 

Now we look forward to hosting our visitors from Chartres over 
the Easter period. We are expecting around 50 people this year - 
a record number. The Orchèstre d'Harmonie de Chartres, the 
equivalent of our own City Band, will  also visit Chichester at 
Easter and will play a concert for us in the University Chapel on 

Easter Saturday. We are arranging a busy programme of 
events, details of which are included in this edition.  
As it is our 60th anniversary year, we have arranged some 
special events for our guests, one of which is dinner in the 
superb private rooms at West Dean House. Another is a 
performance of a play written specially for the Friends of 
Chartres by local playwright, Greg Mosse. Putting on 
events of this nature is costly, but the Association has been 
saving money in order to subsidise hosts and help with the 
cost of entertaining their guests. These events will also be 
open to members who are not hosting. 
You will see from the programme on page 3 that two more 
special weekends are planned this year: the Schools Art 
Challenge Exhibition and concert of Anglo French music in 
June and a mini-exchange to Chartres in September.  
We look forward, therefore to a busy and productive year. 
on the national level, we are living through uncertain times. 
We can be sure, however, that whatever happens between 
our two countries over the next months, the torch of 
friendship between our twin cities of Chichester and 
Chartres burns as brightly as ever sixty years after it was lit 
in 1959. We hope that the next sixty years will prove just as 
fruitful. 
Vive le jumelage     JULIA SANDER 

CHAIRMAN
19 

CHICHESTER  CHARTRES 
  Twinning   Jumelage 

THE CITY OF CHICHESTER twinned since 1959 with THE CITY OF CHARTRES 

60 YEARS  
1959  -  2019  
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PRESIDENT 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor of Chichester      

Councillor Martyn Bell 
OFFICERS & COMMITTEE           

  CHAIRMAN       Julia Sander…….… 527435 
  VICE-CHAIRMAN           Anne Scicluna…..… 789065 
  HON. SECRETARY          Margaret Brown..…. 783776 
  HON. TREASURER         John Wilton……….  788833 

  Anne-L.Briggs…..784346      David Nason ……   573716 
  Ray Brown………783776     Jim Payne …..……372900     
  Paul Everrett ……603513     Rosie Speer..07875 840430 

  (Co-opted)                                                                                
   Vince Foote (Chi Lions Club)  …………….…..  532620 
   Julie Schofield (Cathedral/DEEC)…  ….………784224                     

.. 

CITY COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES                                                  
(July 2018 to June 2019)  

Cllr Clare Apel…..….783738        Cllr Anne Scicluna..789065 

The Association's 58th AGM was held on 14th March at St 
George's Parish Centre and  The Mayor of Chichester, Cllr 
Martyn Bell, chaired the meeting.  After welcoming the 23 
members attending he thanked the Chairman and committee for 
their input into the recent 60th Anniversary events for the Mayor 
of Chartres' visit..  As there were no matters arising, it was agreed  
he sign the Minutes of the last meeting as a true record. 
The Chairman's report reviewed last year's events and  her thanks 
were given to committee members for their  inputs.  
The Treasurer reported the 'Examined' accounts which had been 
circulated to all members explaining some of the  'challenges' 
with the introduction of BACS payments. The accounts were then 
unanimously agreed to be adopted by all present and John was 
congratulated and a vote of thanks also recorded for Michael 
Merritt 'Examiner'  who was re-appointed to continue in this role. 
The Mayor then conducted the elections to the Executive. As all 
had been previously proposed, seconded and agreed to serve, the 
following were unanimously elected 'en bloc' by those members 
present: 
Officers: 
   Chairman - Julia Sander          Vice-Chair  - Anne Scicluna 
   Hon. Sec. - Margaret Brown   Hon. Treas. - John Wilton 
Committee Members: 
             Anne-Louise Briggs        David Nason   
             Ray Brown,       Rosie Speer 
              Paul Everrett                  Jim Payne  
It was noted that as Paul Devonshire was not standing, Rosie 
Speer would fill this vacancy and Paul Devonshire was thanked 
for the work he had done during his time on the committee.   
The Mayor then passed across to the Chairman for the rest of the 
Agenda.   
Item 9 - Constitution Update. Julia explained the reason for the 
update and following discussion it was then proposed, seconded 
and unanimously agreed by those present to adopt the new 
constitution. 
Under any other business the Mayor requested that the Secretary 
collect the copy of the re-signed  Twinning Deed.  
Julia then closed the meeting at 8.30pm and members were 
invited to refreshments which  included a 60th Anniversary 
birthday cake produced by Astrid Davies. (photos in next edition)  

MARGARET BROWN 
HONORARY SECRETARY 

Exchange Dinner - West Dean House 
Friday 19th April  
7.00 for 7.30 pm 

Menu 
STARTER 

Hampshire Watercress Soup, asparagus and truffle 
parfait 

Vegetarian - Seaweed tofu beignets, candied beetroot, 
lime mayo and lemon balm 

MAIN COURSE 
Funtington pork loin, carrot sage crushed potato cake, 

vegetable bundle, cider sauce                            
Vegetarian - Crispy breaded feta, onion marmalade 

polenta chips and roasted summer vegetables 

DESSERT 
Lemon passion fruit tart, 

chocolate crumb, coconut ice-cream 

A welcome drink and coffee or tea after the meal will 
be provided. 

Wine can be purchased by the glass or bottle.

LOCAL PLAYRIGHT GREG MOSSE PENS A PLAY SPECIALLY FOR THE 
FRIENDS OF CHARTRES 
Chichester playwright, Gregg Moss, has written a play for the Friends of Chartres to commemorate the 
60th anniversary of the twinning.  The play, written and performed in French, is set in the Law Faculty of 
a Parisian University. The students are revolting! Two of them attempt to stage a “sit-in” in the Director’s 
office but their plans are foiled by her astute PA, who has seen it all before. 

This comic play is to be performed at the Bring and Share Supper at The Fishbourne Centre on 20th April, 
as part of the entertainment for the exchange weekend. Directed by Paula Tinker and acted by members 
of the Friends of Chartres and special guests it promises to be a highly entertaining half hour.

FRIENDS OF CHARTRES AGM  
14th  March 2019 (Synopsis)  
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FRIENDS OF CHARTRES           
Programme of Events - 2019  

   
CELEBRATING  

60 YEARS OF TWINNING WITH 
CHARTRES                             

April 8th - 21st   EXHIBITION OF WORK 
        by Chartres artist, Danielle Beyssac-  
       Kicinski at the Oxmarket Gallery. 

April 18th - 22nd   ‘THE ANNUAL EXCHANGE’                                    
(Thurs - Mon)       WE HOST THE CHARTRAINS   
19th (Friday) A.M. Visit Mary Rose at Portsmouth    
        Dockyard and Gunwharf Quays     

    7.30pm    EXCHANGE DINNER 
          At West Dean House 
20th (Saturday)    
   11.30am    MAYOR'S RECEPTION in the 
           Old Court Room of the Council House 
   3.30pm  Orchèstre d'Harmonie de Chartres 
           Concert, University Chapel 
   7.00pm        PERFORMANCE OF PLAY  
           by Gregg Moss followed by  
           BRING & SHARE SUPPER at The  
           Fishbourne Centre 

 MAY 16th         FRIENDS COFFEE MORNING                                    
(Thursday)      11.00am  in the coffee bar of the  
          Festival Theatre (see page 8) 
        
                  ‘SCHOOLS FINAL ART CHALLENGE' 

June 21st            PRIVATE VIEW (to include Members)                                       
(Friday)                 6.00-8.00pm  in the ‘artOne’ Gallery,                
            University of Chichester, College Lane  
                     [Public Viewing from 24th to 28th June] 

June 22nd            AWARDS CEREMONY [for Schools]                   
(Saturday)           11.00am  University Chapel 

June 22nd     CONCERT of ANGLO-FRENCH    
(Saturday)   MUSIC by CHICHESTER SINGERS &  
       LE GRAND CHOEUR DE CHARTRES   
         7.30pm  Chichester Cathedral  

July 1st            THREE CITIES EVENT                   
(Monday)           7.30pm  The Assembly Room 
        KATE MOSS  in conversation with     
        PHILIP ROBINSON 

July 7th    FRIENDS OF CHARTRES GARDEN PARTY 
(Sunday)     3.00 - 5.00 pm at 40 Adelaide Road,    
               Chichester, PO19 7NF   

September 12th-15th    MINI-EXCHANGE  
(Thursday to Sunday)      TO CHARTRES 
   confirmed)   
  
November 28th   CHRISTMAS SOCIAL 
 (Thursday)       7.30 -  9.30 pm 
         Sherbourne Room Bishop's Palace 
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Exchange Programme 
 For Members who are not hosting   

You are welcome to join in the activities listed below 

19th (Friday)  VISIT MARY ROSE at Portsmouth  
      Dockyard  and Gunwharf Quays  
11.30am   Meet outside Portsmouth Historic    
     dockyard. Group Entry  but self-guided  
     tour of museum followed by free time and  
     opportunity to visit Gunwharf Quays.  
7.00 -7.30pm EXCHANGE DINNER  
     West Dean House (See page 2 for Menu)  
20th (Saturday)    
11.00am   MARTLETT MORRIS MEN - DANCE 
     DISPLAY, North Street 
3.30pm  ORCHÈSTRE D'HARMONIE DE   
     CHARTRES at the University Chapel 
7.00pm       SOCIAL EVENING - Fishbourne Centre  
       PERFORMANCE OF FRENCH PLAY 
(More details about  the play - see page 2) 
    followed by BRING & SHARE SUPPER  
Please complete and return the enclosed booking 
form to our Treasurer by 29th March 
 by Email :  johnwilton@yahoo.co.uk 
 or post to:JOHN WILTON, TREASURER 
 1A YORK ROAD, CHICHESTER, PO19 9TJ 
Payment can be made either by cheque payable to the 
FRIENDS OF CHARTRES  or by BACS  

If paying by BACS please send email to the 
Treasurer to inform him of the payment. 

EXHIBITION of work by  
DANIELLE BEYSSAC-KICINSKI 

Oxmarket Gallery, April 8 - 21 
The Association is organising an exhibition of 

the work of the painter  
Danielle Beyssac-Kicinski  

in the Foyer of  
The Oxmarket  

at the beginning of April. 
Danielle lives and works in Chartres.   
This is what she says about her work. 

"Painting the seashore has for a long time been the 
subject of my personal exploration of past time.  I 
also paint landscapes of the Breton countryside 
where I spent childhood holidays with my maternal 
grandparents.  I paint from life, and work in acrylic, 
sometimes with marble sand to compose still life 
paintings, bouquets of flowers and stylised 
landscapes." 

Friends are invited to a private view of 
Danielle's work on  

Monday 8th April from  6.00 - 8.00pm 
Entry is free, but we would appreciate a 

donation to cover the cost of refreshments.
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As part of the entertainment programme for our Chartres 
visitors here to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the 
signing of the Deed of Jumelage, the Chichester City Band 
performed both British and French music in the Assembly 
Rooms.  We started with our respective national anthems 
and then came the programme proper.  This was in two 
halves with an interval for drinks and nibbles.  In true 
franglais manner, these are called "brass bands".  There is 
indeed a Championnat de France de Brass Band, and 
Youtube reveals a high standard of performance and great 
enthusiasm for the genre.   

My favourite piece of the evening  was Lightwalk by 
Barrie Gott, a swing big band number written 
by a Salvationist Army man.  If not restrained 
by English reserve and my mother's enduring 
injunction not to show off, I would have 
happily jived on the Assembly Hall's dance 
floor.  We are lucky in Chichester to have a 
band of such good quality and they rightly 
displayed their trophies to prove the point.   

This was a pleasant evening whilst the rain 
poured down outside.  

PAUL DEVONSHIRE 
  

Orchèstre d'harmonie de 
Chartres (OHC) will be 
staying in Chichester over 
the Easter period and to 

mark the 60th anniversary of our twinning, will play a 
concert for the Friends of Chartres in the `University Chapel. 

Formed in 1956, the OHC comprises 60 musicians and is an 
integral part of the cultural life of the city.  As well as 
performing at official functions, the band plays in the 
cathedral and churches of Chartres as well as at events 
around the city. 

The band includes three sections:  woodwind, brass and 
percussion.  It plays a wide range of music of both well-
known and less familiar pieces.   
The musical director, René Castelain began his musical 
career as a trumpeter, winning first prize at the Paris 
conservatory.     After  training  at a  music academy in  

Paris, he travelled internationally as band leader.   
He has been the musical director of OHC since 1997.   

The aim of OHC is to promote and develop the 
playing of instrumental music among adults and 
young people.  Its members are volunteers who are 
true music lovers.  The OHC is always keen to 
welcome new members. 

More informations available on the OHC website :  
www.orchestra-harmonie-ville-chartres.com 

We are fortunate that OHC has offered to play for us 
during their visit to Chichester.   

We hope that many of you will support this event. 

To reserve places, please complete and 
return the attached booking form. 

IT WILL ALSO BE POSSIBLE TO  
PAY AT THE DOOR 

CHICHESTER CITY BAND - photos by Wendy Devonshire & John Wilton 

http://www.orchestra-harmonie-ville-chartres.com
http://www.orchestra-harmonie-ville-chartres.com
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RE-SIGNING THE JUMELAGE DEED on 1st March 2019  
& ANNUAL DINNER - CELEBRATING 60 YEARS OF TWINNING 

The historic Council Chamber was indeed a most 
significant venue for the re-signing  of the Deed of 
Jumelage as it was here that the original Deed was 
signed by Alderman Charlie Newell, Monsieur Pichard, 
and the Town Clerk, Eric Banks on 28th February 1959.   

Some sixty years later the two current Mayors, Cllr 
Martyn Bell and Monsieur Jean-Pierre Gorges, together 
with the Chairmen of their respective city's Twinning 
Associations,  Julia Sander and  Claire Crézé, re-signed 
the Deed of Twinning. 

As can be seen in the photo above, also present was the 
High Sheriff of West Sussex, Mrs Caroline Nicholls, DL 
wearing full ceremonial regalia and (far left) Yvonne 
Chrétien, Chairman of Chichester Commission of the 
French Twinning Association 'Des Amis des Jumelages 
de Chartres'. 

The Council Chamber was packed to capacity with both 
French and English well-wishers including  Chartres 
Adjoints and Councillors who had accompanied their 
Mayor for this very special occasion plus Barry Newell, 
the son of Alderman Charlie Newell. 

Former Mayors of Chichester had been asked to wear 
their Past Mayors badges and many photos were taken 
to record this special occasion by our 'offical' 
photographer, Rob Campling, who also took one 
showing Former Chairmen of the  Friends of Chartres 
Association who had managed to be there.   

Prior to this re-signing there had been a special 
Cathedral Evensong which included an Act of 
Thanksgiving for 60 years of friendship between our 
two cities (full report on page 8) and following 
would be our 'very special' Friends of Chartres 
Annual Dinner - being held in the adjoining 
Assembly Room. 

We had earlier been greeted with a 'Welcoming' glass of 
Champagne so the atmosphere was already very  
convivial.  Wine was also available to purchase as Julia 
had organised Jan to be in charge of this whilst Anne-
Louise Briggs had negotiated with Vanilla Caterers who 
prepared the delicious 3-course meal 
(with vegetarian options) for the 73 
attendees - and the table decorations had 
a red, white and blue theme echoing our 
two national flags.  

Each guest received a souvenir booklet prepared by Anne 
Scicluna and Julia Sander but sadly their new badges had 
been delayed and therefore would need to be be distributed 
at a later time. However, this technical 'hitch' did not 
dampen the happy atmosphere and we looked forward to 
hearing the official speeches. 

Fortunately, with Julia's excellent translation skills, all 
were able to understand both Mayors' speeches, the main 
themes of which were looking forward with renewed 
enthusiasm to continuing our long-established friendship 
and 'with tongue in cheek' perhaps create a faster journey-
time between our two beautiful cities. The final words then 
came from our Chairman  and were 'echoed' by all.    
"Vive le Jumelage" 

MARGARET BROWN 
Type to enter text



Friends of Chartres Twinning Association                                             Citylink No.  76 - March 2019

Sunday 8 May will be a day to remember for many Cicestrians.  In 
particular the 6 & 7 year old children of the Lancastrian Infant School 
who, together with their Headteacher, Lin Chaplin, members of the 
governing body, Anne-Louise Briggs, (Chairman), Margaret Brown 
(Clerk) and parents, travelled to Folkestone.  There, they saw Ray 
Brown (Vice- Chairman of the governors) receive a trophy for the 
school from Sir Alistair Morton, Co-Chairman of Eurotunnel.  As 
Project Co-ordinator, Ray was also given a cheque for 4,000 ECUs 
(approx £3,000) to enable his project team to put this winning project 
into action. 
The Award Ceremony was the last event in a week of celebrations set 
around the Inauguration of the Channel Tunnel by President 
Mitterand and The Queen.  Co-ordinated by the Local Government 
International Bureau, this international town-twining competition had 
attracted over 500 enquiries and eventually received almost 100 
entries, from which 20 were short-listed and just 6 chosen as winners. 
After putting our ideas together and completing the entry form we 
needed confirmation that the school in France would participate.  
They were on holiday! . . . and so was Jeannie Chassanne !!  
However, determination pays and after leaving messages on answer 
machines in Chartres; the use of Swiftair postal services; and fax 
facilities;  the necessary signature was received and we were in by the 
skin of our teeth. 
The project - to produce a board game following the journey from 
Chichester to Chartres via London and Paris and using the Tunnel - is 
primarily a twinning aid.  It will be aimed at 4-7 year-olds to enable 
them to learn about each other's community, country and language.  

 

FROM  THE CITYLINK ARCHIVES :       Issue 94:2  MAY 1994  
'Eurotunnel Winners' 

At the recent Celebration Dinner Anne-
Louise drew our attention to an error of 
information inside the 'souvenir booklet' 
which was given to all attendees and It 
was suggested this could  be rectified by 
putting the original  report into the next 
Citylink - so here it is.  

As you will see it was Lancastrian Infants 
School (and NOT Central School) that 
brought this accolade to Chichester - now 
25 years ago (how time just flies by!) 
I wonder where these children are now?  
For us 4 (Lin, Anne-Louise, Ray and 
myself) this was the first of our many 
'projects' working with local schools and 
linking these with similar schools in both 
Chartres & Ravenna, all within the realms 
of our  city's Twinning.               (MB)


However, the project team has high hopes and 
suffice it to say that copyright and patents are 
being sought ! 
For the Director of l'école Maternelle this was 
his first visit to England where we met Didier 
Deschamps  for the first time.  He was 
introduced to the Mayor of Chichester, President 
of our Association (at that time Cllr Anne 
Scicluna) and Chairman, Diana Taylor, who had 
both travelled with the children to attend the 
ceremony.  Taking a trophy back to Chartres 
must be a wonderful souvenir of an exciting and 
historic weekend for him. 
Our best memories, however, came from the 
participation by the children who were invited on 
stage by Sir Alistair, as the photograph shows.  
They were also given bags of "goodies" from 
Eurotunnel, followed by a buffet lunch and a 
good look round the Exhibition Centre - surely 
all this was worth their leaving Chichester at 
7.30am that morning. 

MARGARET BROWN 
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JUDO CHAMPIONSHIP AWARDS 2019 
The Dojo at New Park Centre was the venue for Chichester Ronin Judo Club's 
Annual Championships and, once again the Friends of Chartres Chairman was 
invited to present their 'Friends of Chartres - Colin Tupper/Guy Bisson' Trophy - 
which Julia did after reading the following citation:   
"The person selected for this very special award has shown great commitment to his 
Judo over the years, but particularly this year. 
Over the last 12 months he has matured almost beyond recognition and this has been 
demonstrated by both the quality of his judo and his behaviour in the classes. 

Last year he shared the award with the rest of the family, who still support the club wonderfully, but this year it is 
felt that he deserves to receive the award to himself.  
Despite his relatively young age, Toby has already assisted with running warm-ups and with teaching techniques 
to new players. He has stepped up his game and has started to stay on with our senior players.  He is always 
happy to be used for demonstrations and makes a very good Uki – a skill in itself! 
Congratulations Toby Alford and thank you for all your assistance over the last year."     

 KAREN FRENCH    
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Friends of Chartres Members                                
* *  SPECIAL INVITATION * *               

Friday 21st June 2019                                       
PRIVATE VIEW                                                  

(voting for ‘People’s Choice’ award)                                                                                                              
*      *      *       *     *                                                                                                  

Friends of Chartres - University of Chichester                                                         
’SCHOOLS FINAL ART CHALLENGE’             

EXHIBITION                                                                 
of the children’s artwork entries will be held in the  
Department of Fine Arts’ - ‘artOne’ building - 

College Lane, Chichester  
Friday 21st June 2019     

6.00pm - 7.30pm                             

 NO CHARGE - BUT                                                       
NUMBERS ARE NEEDED IN ADVANCE  

(FOR CATERING PURPOSES)  
Please contact :  Margaret Brown           

Tel:  (01243) 783776 

of various animal 'masks' 
w h i c h w e r e t h e n 
displayed in the entrance 
of the Art Department's 
artOne building together 
w i t h a r a t h e r l a rg e 
inflated elephant. 

Steve's presentation was accompanied by a powerpoint display 
showing many different animal, bird and fossil masks based on 
various cultures and their different art forms. One of the 
workshops had been prepared for a hands-on mask-making 
session which Liz explained to the teachers and they were also 
offered the opportunity of bringing their pupils to take part in a 
session at the University - and it was hoped that some of  the 
level 4 students might be able to go into the schools.  All of this 
of course depends on the various schools timetables. 

So, following this very successful Launch we now wait to see 
what their pupils achieve by the submission date in June. 

Our thanks go to Steve & Liz and all the teachers who will be 
taking part this year - and of course their pupils.   

We have been informed that 2 (possibly 3) French schools will 
take part in this year's Art Challenge and one has asked if they 
could start  a correspondence link - based on art - with one of 
our schools.  Let's hope we are successful in achieving this.  

As in previous years we look forward to Chartres Deputy 
Mayor, Patrick Geroudet, being able to join us for the Private 
View on 21st June and to join our Mayor to then present the 
Awards the following day. 

MARGARET BROWN 
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‘SCHOOLS FINAL ART CHALLENGE 2019’  
CARNIVAL OF THE ANIMALS 

Launched on 31st January 2019 in the Fine Art Department -  University of Chichester 

With a morning weather forecast for snowfall by that 
evening we did wonder how this might affect the 
attendees travelling to the Launch of our Final Schools 
Art Challenge due to start at 6.00pm.  

Senior Lecturers Steve McDade & Liz Colley together  
with their level 4 students had prepared a good selection 
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FRENCH CONVERSATION GROUPS 
Groups meet monthly for lively, informed conversation in 
French. We welcome new members, whatever your level 
of French.    
PETIT CERCLE du mardi:  
10.30 am to Noon 
From January onwards, Le Petit Cercle du Mardi 
will meet in The Coffee Bar at the Festival Theatre. 
All are welcome to join us. No advance notice  
needed. 
PETIT CERCLE du jeudi:  
10.30 am to Noon 
We meet in members' homes.  
Please phone host in advance if you plan to come. 
Thursday April 11 
Jacqueline Combes: 6, Winchester Drive, Chichester  
PO19 5DE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . Tel: 01243 783136 

Please contact Julia Sander for future dates/venues  
for both these groups 

julia@sander.plus.com 

On 22nd January 
Friends of Chartres 
M e m b e r s m e t 
informally for coffee 
in the coffee bar at 
the Festival Theatre. 
Around 20 members 
a t t e n d e d a n d 
exchanged news and 
views. It was a good 
opportunity to meet 
new members in a 
relaxed setting - and 
t h e c o f f e e w a s 
excellent. 
As shown in the 
P r o g r a m m e o f 
Events on page 3, 
there will another 
F r i e n d s C o f f e e 
m o r n i n g i n t h e 
Coffee Bar of the 
Fes t iva l Theat re 
onThursday 16th May.  

As part of the special events arranged for the visit of the 
Maire de Chartres, Evensong on Friday March 1st included 
an Act of Thanksgiving for 60 years of friendship between 
our two cities of Chartres and Chichester. It was attended 
by our guests from Chartres, the High Sheriff of the county, 
Caroline Nicholls, the Duke of Richmond and members of 
the Friends of Chartres. 

The Mayor of Chichester, Martyn Bell, read the first lesson, 
a passage from the Book of Isiah. The second lesson, from 
the Gospel of St John, was read in French by the Maire de 
Chartres, M Jean-Pierre Gorges. To mark the occasion, the 
Anthem selected for the choir was the deeply moving 
Cantique de Jean Racine, sung in French. Our visitors were 
enthralled by the musical talent of the boy choristers as 
such choirs do not exist in France. 
The service ended with the rousing hymn, "Thine be the 
glory", with verses in both English and French. After the 
Blessing, delivered by the Bishop of Chichester, there was 
time for a moment of reflection in the glorious surroundings 
of the cathedral as Charles Stanford's Verdun was played on 
the organ. Our thanks go to the Dean of Chichester for 
organising this wonderful service 

JULIA SANDER 

FRIENDS OF CHARTRES 
COFFEE MORNING 

EVENSONG AT THE 
CATHEDRAL 

      

Mini-Exchange to Chartres 
Thursday12th - Sunday 15th September  

As part of our 60th anniversary celebrations, we 
have the opportunity to make a trip to Chartres in 
September to see the fabulous city illuminations. 
There will also be an exhibition of photographs from 
Chichester provided by the Chichester Camera Club. 
Those of you who have partners in France may be 
able to s tay with them, otherwise hotel 
accommodation can be arranged. 
To make a return coach trip viable, we need a 
minimum of 20 members to join the mini-exchange.  
It would be possible for a smaller group to travel in 
members' cars. 
If you are interested in coming, please complete the 
relevant section of the booking form included in this 
section of Citylink and return it to the Treasurer, 
John Wilton.  
Estimated costs are as follows: 
Return journey by 25-seater coach   
£150 per passenger 
3 nights' accommodation in standard hotel,  
e.g. Ibis  £180 
Return journey by ferry for a car  
  £390 (exclusive of fuel)

EDITORIAL 
Thanks to all who have contributed to this edition of Citylink. 
Deadline for me to receive copy for the next edition: 

23rd June  2019    
My contact details are:    magbrown121@gmail.com   
or  Tel:  (01243) 783776)   (or home address is  shown below) 
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